{Read before the Physiological Sub-Section of the British Association, Sept. 1865.) Few questions have excited greater discussion amongst physiologists than that of the coagulation of the blood, and few researches have been received with greater interest by the scientific world than was that of Dr Benjamin Richardson on this subject. Based upon a large number of most elaborate experiments, Dr Richardson's researches led him to the conclusion :? 1st, That the blood, whilst circulating in the living body, contains free ammonia.
2c?, That when the blood leaves the animal body ammonia escapes, and coagulation takes place; the escape of ammonia and the phenomenon of coagulation being considered to stand in the relation of cause and effect.
I need scarcely refer to the well-known and beautiful researches of Professor Lister, which, in a conclusive manner, proved that, however plausible Dr Richardson's hypothesis might appear, it was contro-verted by the most convincing facts,?researches which again removed the coagulation of the blood from the class of phenomena which can be satisfactorily explained by chemical 
